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UPCOMING EVENTS:  

- March 6 th , deadline 

for Camp Manager 

application  

- March 13 th , 10am 

board meeting at 

Stony Plain UC 

- March 31 st , extended 

early bird deadline  

 

 

Much Love and Joy to the midwinter se ason  

 

 

February is when the society board starts to gear up towards the 

summer season coming. There may still be snow on the ground 

and temperatures below zero; but inside, our hearts and minds 

are burning, itching to see camp thrive in the heat of the summer. 

We are in preparation for hiring staff, accepting registrations, 

and most importantly heading off repairs to our kitchen facilities 

and property.   

In this edition we introduce our 2010 Board Chair Melyssa 

Kallusky and begin a section reflecting on our nearly 60 years of 

ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÁÔ 3ÕÒÐÒÉÓÅ ,ÁËÅ #ÁÍÐȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÔÏ explore our many 

fundraising projects and visit our website for more updates. 

**The Early Bird Registration has been extended to March 31st** 

 



 2 

Camp Debrief 2009 

Camp Clean Up October 17, 2009 

Board Updates 

IƻƻǊŀƘΗ /ŀƳǇ ƛǎ ƎŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΦ  

Camps Date  Regular Fee  Early Bird  

Staff Training July 3 - 8 N/A N/A 

CIT Experience July 10 - 16 $ 375.00 $ 338.00 

Beaver Camp July 13 - 16 $ 190 $ 171 

Junior Camp July 18 - 24 $ 375 $ 338 

Survival Camp July 26 - 30 $ 250 $ 225 

Family Camp August 3 - 6 $ 400  
(+ 100/additional 
member after 2) 

$ 360  
(+ 90/additional 
member after 2) 

Beginner Camp August 8 - 13 $ 310 $ 279 

Youth Camp August 16 - 23 $ 430 $ 387 

 

 

 

 

For those over the age of 18 and interested in a paid staff position for this coming summer, more information is 

available online including position descriptions and application form.   http://yellowheadpresbytery.org/slcamp3.php 

Camp Manager application deadline: March 6th, 2010 

Remaining Staff positions application deadline: April 15th, 2010  
Minimum requirements before start of hire: 

- Must have a current (obtained after August 2009) Police Record Check*  

- Must have a current (obtained after August 2009) Child Welfare Check 

- Must have current standard first aid and level B CPR (or higher) 

- Must submit a complete application package* 

- Must pass an interview with hiring committee  

* These must also be completed for volunteers of all ages.  

 

For Volunteers wishing to spend any time at camp, you must send in a request with dates and your 

ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǿŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƴƻǘŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƳǇŜǊΩǎ registration. 

There will be more requirements for volunteers coming closer to the summer. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Regular Deadline is May 1st 

with $50 down payment, remaining 

balance due first day of camp.  

More info can be found online or contact 

our Registrar; Betty Bowman at 780-712-

4091 (Edson Local)  

/ŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΗ 

 

EARLY BIRD registration Deadline has 
been EXTENDED to March 31st! 

$50 down payment must be received 
prior to March 31st and  

remaining fees by May 1st. 
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 2010 Board of Directors! 

We are still on the look out for help on the 

board, with positions for directors as well as 

volunteers for one of our many committees.  

Kitchen ; Rental Agent ; Ma intenance; 

and Assistant Treasurer -positions are 

still open.  

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ Ϸмл ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 

fees, without it you are not able to hold a 

position on the Board of Directors.  

 
February 6 meeting highlights  

- Hiring Committee is headed by Donna S. with help from Mel K. This committee is responsible for 

interviewing staff candidates and reviewing submissions before making final decisions and hiring 

summer staff.  **still looking for help from interested volunteers** 

- Early Bird Deadline has been extended to March 31st and Staff Application deadlines are March 

6th for Camp Manager and April 15th for all other positions. All info on website. 

- Camping Sunday is April 25th and we are now looking for Churches to visit in the spring months. 

- Cabin Adoptions have been terminated permanently and rentals suspended until kitchen repairs 

are completed and a new contract has been written. Inquiries will be taken case by case. 

January 9 board meeting highlights: 

- More positions were filled. Thanks to Donna now our Personnel Director and Privacy Complaint 

Officer as well as Presbytery Rep; April Keighan is taking Program for a second term; Roy Milne 

continuing as Grants Director; and Natalka Dreichl as Accreditation, Policy and Procedure.  

- Our Stove and Fridge are still in need of replacement and repair.  Rentals are still suspended until 

further notice due to our unsafe Kitchen facilities. There is a used industrial stove available for 

ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ aŜƭΩǎ 5ŀŘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ƛŘŜŀǎΦ hǳǊ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ŎƻƻƭŜǊ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀ 

professional appraisal still pending. 

- Brochures have been handed out around Edson and previous campers not yet contacted, 

although a couple of ads were put in the Anchor before Christmas. 

Our next meeting is March 13, 2010 at 10am.  

We will be meeting at Stony Plain United Church 5014 51 Ave. We 

always welcome any interested public and new society members to 

join us. Only Directors and Executive may vote at these meetings. 

Camp Manager applications will be discussed and voted on during 

the March 13th meeting. This position should be filled by this date. 

Interested applicants are requested not to attend this meeting to 

avoid conflict of interest. 

Thank you so much to Fern Klassen, Lorne Ross, and Sieuwke 

Kozielski for stepping up and helping out our directors. Lorne has 

volunteered to help Roy Milne with Grants. Sieuwke will be helping 

with general info including personnel, policy updates, accreditation 

standards and more. Fern Klassen will be assisting Ian Park in 

treasury duties while he recovers his health.  
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Melyssa Kallusky ð Board Chair  
 

Mel started attending Surprise Lake C amp as a  beginner camper -  around grade 3.     Living 

with her family in Edson, it was easy for her to go  every 

summer all the way through youth camp. Once she was "too 

old" for youth camp, the next step was to attended leadership 

camp and become a faithful volunteer. During the summer of 

2002, Mel was an assistant cook for her last summer out until 

2006 when she shared the role of cook. The two years 

following that summer her involvement in camp was minimal, 

but Melyssa has always kept in touch with old fri ends and 

staff. 2009 was Melôs first year on the board, elected as Vice-

Chair and Kitchen Director. Mel now represents the board as 

the 2010 Chairperson and hopes to do great things for SLC.  

 

For the time being Mel plans ñsimply to get SLC to it's 60th 

birthday in 2011.ò She says ñcamp has always been on a bit of 

a rollercoaster - lots of ups and downs. Currently we are in a 

bit of a down trend - lots of maintenance requirements, low 

camper numbers, low donations and low interest from the 

community in joining the board.ò ñAll of these things present 

huge challenges to camp but hopefully with  elbow grease and 

some determination we can get camp to 2011 with strong 

legs to stand on that will lead to its 70th birthday.ò Thanks 

Mel, for the inspiration and leade rship!  

 

Now about this board of ours...? Mel thinks the most important thing about being on the board is listening 

to each and everyoneôs idea with consideration. Secondly, being able to communicate effectively. Being 

able to bring ideas together to work for camp may be a challenge but it ultimately benefits the camp and 

most importantly: our campers.  

 

Melôs favourite thing about camp?   Well, there are a lot of things she loves about camp. The  all-time 

favourite camp activity is the mud -walks! You've never had that much fun and you've never been that dirty! 

Camp fires are pretty awesome as well.  

 

Mel is a level -headed, broad -viewed and effective leader. We are all extremely excited to have 

her as our 2010 Board Chair and look forward to the many plans in  development coming to fruition.  

Come meet Melyssa at our next meeting!  

 

F A  M  I  L  Y   T  I  E S : 

Mel is joined on the board this year with her mother Betty Bowman. Betty is our new 

wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ mother and daughter team, involved 

with the camp all these years, join the board and help in our continued growth.  

Introducing... 
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Canadian Tire 

Money Collection 

- send us your CT 

dollars and cents and 

it will go towards 

camp supply 

purchases 

Recycle bottles   and 

cans for cash 

-Help the environment 

and SLC by donating 

your monthly deposits 

From Seeds to Trees Flyer; 

A cool look to a simple request for 
regular donors.  

Your monetary donations go towards 
much needed camp improvements, 
most importantly the purchase of 
new kitchen equipment. 

WINTER FUNDRAISER 
 
Greeting Cards $3 ea. 
 
Specially stamped and 
handcrafted with pictures taken 
at Surprise Lake Camp 
 

Postcards $2 ea.  

For information on any of these fundraisers contact Megan Graham (780)977-4658 

Or, to make a donation contact our Treasurer Ian Park (780)963-2810 

Your help is greatly appreciated! We acknowledge both funds as well as volunteer support from the 

community abroad and close to home. Thank you so much to our supporters! 

Surprise Lake Society has multiple fundraising projects to get involved in. Currently we have hand made photo-

mounted cards for sale and are requesting monetary donations. We are also trying out a few home-based collection 

ideas such as Canadian Tire money and bottle recycling. All funds can be sent directly to our Treasurer Ian Park, who 

will issue receipts as appropriate. 

άWI9w9 L{ a¸ ahb9¸ DhLbDΗΚέ 

Your ΨǎŜŜŘǎΩ will fund immediate renovations (trees) in our kitchen area. These essential upgrades include the 

purchase and installation of a new industrial gas stove/oven and repairing our walk-in cooler. When these projects 

are completed we will tackle building repair and eventually hope to upgrade our facilities to be more environmentally 

sustainable. For information on helping out as a volunteer (on-site or developing projects) as well as passing on ideas 

for future events, please feel free to contact the board at surpriselakecamp.info@gmail.com.   
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60th Anniversary 
Logo Contest 

 
5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ 
logos ONLY until September 1st. All 
details are online as well as the 
entry form. 
http://yellowheadpresbytery.org/
slcamp3.php 
 
Surprise Lake Camp is almost 60 
years old! We want your help in 
designing our new logo to 
celebrate our long history. 
Whether you have been involved 
with SLC or not, come up with a 
design that you think suits our 
semi-wilderness and Christian 
background.  
 
How to submit 
 
1) Print off your entry form from 
our website  
2) Fill in the personal information 
3) Draw and colour your logo 
however you wish 
4) Title your logo design 
5) Write a detailed explanation 
and description of your logo idea 
below the drawing 
6) Drop off your submission at 
camp in 2010 OR mail your 
completed entry form to: 

60th Anniversary Planning Committee 

We have lots of ideas, but are always looking for 

more, and are especially in need of organizing 

experience.  

A meeting may be held in March, please contact 

Megan Graham (780)977-4658 for info. 

 

Surprise Lake Camp... iT½S HISTORY 
Help us compile a memory book of 60 years at 

Surprise Lake Camp. 

Please email us if you can help out, especially 

with older material. We are looking for pictures, 

stories, memorabilia, old brochures...anything! 

surpriselakecamp.info@gmail.com  

 

 

Anniversary Celebrations are all around in 2011. In addition to Surprise Lake Camp turning 60, the Town of 

Edson is celebrating its CENTENNIAL! WOW! We are hoping to have a joined celebration next June before 

summer camp starts up. For information on more Edson centennial celebrations check out their website; 

www.townofedson.ca 

 

If you have ideas for this combined event and would be interested in helping plan and organize feel free to 

contact Megan Graham, Promotions and Advertising Director; (780)977-4658 or send the camp an email 

surpriselakecamp.info@gmail.com  

Looking backé 
 

1951 ς Surprise Lake Camp is official! The Reverend James 

Norquay and wife Marg develop a program for United 

Church youth in the wilderness of Alberta. Chosen spot is 

just outside of Edson near Sang Lake, named for Thomas 

Sang who was a homesteader in the areaΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ Řŀȅǎ.  

Has it the name Surprise Lake Camp was chosen because it 

was a surprise to the couple there was even a lake in the 

area. The setting was great as simply a wilderness camp, 

but then the lake was discovered and surprise it became 

the perfect place for one of the first United Church 

summer camps in Northern Alberta.  

The very first /DL¢ ŀƴŘ ōƻȅΩǎ camps were held that year 

and the campers and staff slept in borrowed tents. Miracle 

House, the original building and cook house/quarters, was 

scraped together just in time for summer. 

 

http://yellowheadpresbytery.org/slcamp3.php
http://yellowheadpresbytery.org/slcamp3.php
mailto:surpriselakecamp.info@gmail.com
http://www.townofedson.ca/
mailto:surpriselakecamp.info@gmail.com



